
Mathematics 
We are starting with decimals – comparison to 
fractions, adding, subtracting, multiplying and 
dividing.  As with last term, there is a strong focus 
on place value and an understanding of number.  As 
always, work will be differentiated. 
 
The class has already completed a times tables test. 
They were given 20 questions with only 5/6 seconds 
to provide an answer.  The results show 
improvement but we are aiming for 20/20 for ALL 
children.  Targeted work will be sent home for 
children who still need to embed their times tables. 
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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Happy New Year and welcome back to school! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oak Teaching Team:   
Miss A Phillips 
(aphillips@offwell-primary.devon.sch.uk);  
Mr M Dunning  
(mdunning@offwell-primary.devon.sch.uk);  
Mrs S Holohan – Teaching Assistant 

(sholohan@offwell-primary.devon.sch.uk) 
 

English 
Reading:  This term we are launching a new 
initiative called - Re-Think Reading.  Working in 
groups the children will undertake a pre-task on 
one day; work with the teacher on the second 
day and on the third day a post-task.  The texts 
they will look at are varied and include poetry, 
fiction, non-fiction and graphic books.  This 
learning programme helps develop reading 
comprehension and will support the children in 
developing strategies to predict, clarify, 
question and summarise. 
Writing:  There are 4 components to writing:  
Composition, Purpose and Audience; Grammar, 
Punctuation and Transcription (Handwriting).  
Children complete pieces of writing as part of 
their themed learning which will cover different 
curriculum subjects and they will also complete 
regular Big Write compositions – this 
combination of writing types will give the 
children the best chance of learning all the skills 
required to be fluent, exciting and relevant 
authors (the next JK Rowling could be sitting in 
Oak Class as we write)! 
Spelling:  We will continue to follow the No 
Nonsense Spelling scheme which seeks to base 
work on a three part cycle of teach, apply and 
assess and within this focus on spelling before 
writing, spelling at the point of writing and 
spelling after writing. 
Grammar and Punctuation:  The class are doing 
well with using basic punctuation correctly and 
we are moving on to work on colons and semi-
colons.   
   

 

Science 
Properties and Changes in Materials.    
Compare and group together everyday 
materials on the basis of their properties, 
including their hardness, solubility transparency, 
conductivity (electrical and thermal, and response 
to magnets.  
Know that some materials will dissolve in liquid to 
form a solution, and describe how to recover a 
substance from a solution.  
Use knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to 
decide how mixtures might be separated, 
including through filtering, sieving and 
evaporating.  
Give reasons, based on evidence from 
comparative and fair tests, for the particular 
uses of everyday materials, including metals, 
wood and plastic.  
Demonstrate that dissolving, mixing and changes 
of state are reversible changes.  
Explain that some changes result in the formation 
of new materials, and that this kind of change is 
not usually reversible, including changes 
associated with burning and the action of acid on 
bicarbonate of soda. 
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Themed Learning  
The Viking and Anglo-Saxons and the struggle 
for the Kingdom of England.  This will 
incorporate four areas of the curriculum.   

1. English – Looking at the epic poem of 
Beowulf 

2. History – Chronological awareness of 
events, comparison of kings, how the 
Viking invasion changed the ‘map’ of 
England in terms of laws 

3. Geography – location and mapping 
 

 

PE:        PE lessons will be on a Monday and 
Tuesday afternoon.  On Monday the children 
will be doing Tag Rugby and, hopefully, most 
lessons will be on the playing field so you 
might get some muddy shoes coming home!  
On Tuesday the class will do gymnastics.  PE 
Kit should be worn to school on Monday 
and Tuesday. 
 

What can you do at home? 

1. READ 

2. Complete set homework.  We are considering a slightly different approach so please wait for 

further information – your child will be able to tell you what we are doing. 

3. MORE READING 

4. Remember to bring in work, wear the correct kit and return letters/forms/slips 

5. EVEN MORE READING 

6. Practice times tables daily 

7. MORE AND MORE AND MORE READING 

8. Encourage your child to be prepared to take part in all school activities, sports and extra-

curricular opportunities 

What will we do? 
We will prepare interesting and inspiring lessons 
We will make sure we are ready each day to support your child 
We will listen to your child 
We will listen to you 
We will tell you how your child is progressing 
We will be available if you need help of any kind 
 
We want to continue to offer open dialogues between home and school so we hope to 
invite you to ‘meet the teaching team’ - we know a few of you came last term and we 
know that many of you have worked with us for a number of years – but it always helps 
to communicate and face to face is generally the most effective.    On that note, please 
do not wait for a specific invitation – if you, or your child, has an issue come and tell us 
straightaway. 
 

RE:  Salvation.  Big Question – What did Jesus do to 
save human beings?   
PSHE:     We are following a new programme of 
study from the PSHE Association.  The 3 core 
themes are:  Health & Wellbeing; Relationships and 
Living in the Wider World 
 

SATs.  We are starting the build up towards the Standard tests which take place for Year 6 in May.  A 

separate letter has been sent home offering some weekly booster sessions.


